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is seen especially In the phalanges of the fourth and fifth toes and is
often associated with a congenital contracture of these toes, which are
undergoing a relatively rapid evolutionary shrinkage.
Gross deformities of the foot are seen in congenital absence of the
tibia or fibula and are due to lack of adequate support at the ankle
(see Vol. II, p. 559).
In some extrapedal conditions, e.g. achondroplasia (see Vol. I, p. 139),
acromegaly (see Vol. T, p. 167), the feet are affected, and in association
with spina bifida (see spinal cord diseases) the most severe talipes
may arise. Tn patients who survive, trouble appears later in life from the
development of callosities, pathological dislocations of the toes, and
disturbances of vasornotor and trophic control.
(2)—Congenital Deformities
(a)	Supernumerary Digits
521.] The commonest of these is the presence of supernumerary digits,
which are usually found on the outer, occasionally on the inner, border
of the foot. They are of various sizes, from a small pedunculated nodule
to a completely developed extra toe. One extra digit is the rule, but as
many as thirteen digits have been recorded. As they tend to run in
families, the defect cannot be due to any local disturbance during
foetal life.
(b)	Suppression of Digits
Lobster-claw Suppression of toes, usually the fifth, is sometimes seen, and in the
condition usually called lobster-claw deformity the second, third, and
fourth toes are suppressed, but the fifth is hypertrophied and equals
the first, to which it is opposed,
(c)	Syndactyly
Syndactyly occurs less often than in the hand and is obviously of
much less importance. The fusion may consist merely of an increase in
the normal web, or it may involve all structures, including the bones.
It is often associated with webbed fingers and is decidedly familial
in its incidence. (See Vol. II, p, 560, and hand, diseases and de-
formities.)
(d)	Hypertrophy
Hypertrophy (macrodactyly) may involve one or more toes. The
increase is usually due to the overgrowth of soft parts, the bone being
only slightly enlarged.
(e)	Cleft Foot
Cleft foot occurs when the incorporation of the first toe into the rest
of the foot, which is the most recent event in the evolution of the human
foot from the prehensile foot of an ape-like ancestor, fails to occur.
Its relation to the lobster-claw deformity is obvious.

